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Dear Parents,  

Choosing the right school for your child is vitally important. Most parents want a 

good education for their children but they also want them to be happy and to feel 

safe and secure. At Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon, we believe we can offer all these things. 

We pride ourselves on the broad, balanced and full education we provide at both 

foundation phase and key stage 2.  We offer education through the medium of 

Welsh and through the medium of English as Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon is a dual stream 

school.  

We believe that children gain most from learning in a friendly, happy and 

challenging environment and we pride ourselves on the broad and balanced 

education provided to our pupils. Our high standard of teaching is delivered by a 

dedicated and hardworking team of staff, who enable the children to learn in a 

friendly and supportive atmosphere. We always value the individual and we believe 

that their time in school should be rewarding and fulfilling. At Ysgol Dyffryn 

Trannon, we believe that children gain most from their primary schooling when 

parents, teachers and children work together as partners in learning. Parents are 

encouraged to contact the school at any time with any queries or concerns that 

they have. We look forward to welcoming new parents and children to our school 

“family” and we hope that your child will find security and happiness at Ysgol 

Dyffryn Trannon.  

Should you choose to send your child to Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon, I am fully confident 

that you will have made the right decision. I look forward to meeting you soon and 

if you have any queries or concerns please contact me at school at any time.  

Yours sincerely  

Headteacher 

FOREWORD BY THE HEADTEACHER 

 

The Headteacher is usually available to meet 

with parents who wish to discuss any matter. 

Please contact the school to make an 

appointment whenever possible. 
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SCHOOL DETAILS 

Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon , TREFEGLWYS, Caersws,  Powys SY17 5PH 

Telephone: 01686 430644 

email:     swyddfa @ dyffryntrannon.powys.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Mrs Caroline Harries 

Chair of the Governing Body: Mr Adrian Thomas 

 

 

 

Local Authority 

Cyngor Sir Powys, 

County Hall, 

Llandrindod, Powys. 

LD1 5LG 

Telephone: 01597 826000   

The school is a dual stream school where pupils are educated through the medium of Welsh 

and English. One of the school’s main aims is to ensure equality of the opportunity so that all 

pupils can develop the means to be bilingual in both Welsh and English. Parents who require 

more information about the Welsh medium education should contact the Head teacher. 

instance.  
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AIMS OF THE SCHOOL 

‘Pethau bach, pob peth o bwys, yma yn Nhrefeglwys’ 

 

We aim:  

Curriculum  

• To provide a curriculum that is broad, balanced, relevant and appropriate to the children’s needs in 

order to promote the all-round development of every child.  

• To ensure that all children acquire the essential skills of literacy, numeracy and ICT digital 

competence developing the ability to use these effectively across the curriculum. 

Ethos  

• To create a climate within our school of understanding, care, worth and of mutual respect.  

• To achieve equality of opportunity by delivering a curriculum which gives all children the chance to 

realise their full potential, fostering respect for different cultures and religions 

 • To promote learners’ bilingual skills and reflect the language and culture of Wales. 

Quality of Education  

• To promote the acquisition of relevant knowledge, skills and understanding, and enhance the 

quality and effectiveness of learning through activities that children find meaningful and stimulating. 

• To help children develop lively, enquiring minds and the ability to reason.  

• To help develop the skills of concentration, application, self-discipline and maximise their capacity 

to learn by encouraging 

Leadership and Management  

• To create a working environment which all staff find stimulating and supportive, where their 

contributions and skills are recognised and valued.  

• To maintain and develop a sound working relationship between governors, Headteacher and staff 

for the benefit of the whole school community. 

 

At Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon, we aim to work together as teachers, parents and 

governors, to provide the best possible education that will equip our children for life 

and work. 
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Headteacher Mrs Caroline Harries 
 

Deputy Headteacher Mrs Siân Richards 
 

Foundation Phase Teacher – Reception and Year 
1 (Welsh medium) 

Mrs Beth Jones 

Foundation Phase Teacher – Year 1 and 2 (Welsh 
medium) 

Mrs Sara Parry Morgans 

Foundation Phase Teacher – Year 1 and 2 (Welsh 
medium) 

Miss Leanne Jones 

Foundation Phase Teacher - Reception – Year 2 
(English Stream) 

Miss Becca Hill 

Key Stage 2 Teacher - Year 3 and 4 (Welsh 
medium) 

Mrs Siân Richards 

Key Stage 2 Teacher - Year 5 and 6 (Welsh 
medium) 

Mrs Gwenfair Owen 

Key Stage 2 Teacher – Year 3 – Year 6 (English 
medium) 

Mrs Jemma Davies 

Higher Level Teaching Assistant – Foundation 
Phase and key stage 2 

Mrs Myra Williams 

Teaching Assistant – Foundation Phase Miss Caryl Pughe 

Teaching Assistant - Foundation Phase Mrs Nesta Jones 

Teaching Assistant - Foundation Phase Mrs Emma Baker Davies 

Teaching Assistant - Foundation Phase Mrs Nicola Macken 

Teaching Assistant - Foundation Phase Miss Anna Foulkes 

Teaching Assistant – Foundation Phase Miss Carwen Morgan 

Mês Bach (Three Year Old Setting) Mrs Emma Baker Davies & Mrs Anna Gethin 

Mid Day Supervisors Mrs Ann Jones & Mrs Tracy Jones 

Secretary Mrs Tracy Jones 

Breakfast Club Staff Mrs Emma Baker Davies & Mrs Tracy Jones 

MEET THE STAFF 
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

At Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon we aim to regard all people, both staff and pupils, with 

equal respect regardless of gender or race and provide an educational and social 

environmental that will support and draw on the contributions of all individuals and 

groups within the school.  Boys and girls are given equal access to all aspects of the 

curriculum and to the development of reading, writing and numeracy.  All children 

have equal access to ICT.  We respect the entitlement of all children, including 

pupils with disabilities and special educational needs, to a broad, balanced, 

relevant and differentiated curriculum within the framework of the National 

Curriculum integrated as fully as possible into all areas of school life. 
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Admission forms are available from the school office.  The Head teacher will be able to offer advice 

concerning the possible date of admission, pre-admission visits, Welsh-medium education, transport 

arrangements, etc.   

All admission forms should be sent to the Admission and Transport Department, Powys County 

Council. Children may be admitted to school at the beginning of the school term of their fifth 

birthday. For older children transferring from other schools it would be of benefit to arrange a visit 

so that time can be spent in the new class in order to help with the process of changing schools. 

All pupils, regardless of ability or disability, participate in all aspects of school life.  Our accessibility 

plan is regularly reviewed by Governors and is available on the website as part of the Strategic 

Equality Plan. As a primary school we have the flexibility to adapt to the needs of all new pupils. 

Parents should apply to Powys C.C. for admission to school, please refer to the following website 

page - https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/1158/Applying-for-a-School-Place 

Please contact the Head teacher to arrange a school visit, to obtain an admission form or for further 

details about admission arrangements. 

ACCESSIBILITY PLAN  

The school’s layout ensures easy access to pupils and parents with disabilities.  Special arrangements 

are made between school and home when a pupil with disabilities or additional learning needs starts 

at the school.  Please contact the Head teacher for more information.  The school is sensitive toward 

the needs of the pupils with disabilities and makes every effort to ensure that they are included in all 

aspects of the school’s life and work.  We have purposeful room at the school to provide for the 

needs of pupils with disabilities.  The school is a single-storey building on a level site and is accessible 

for pupils with physical disability who may have to use a wheelchair or crutches for support. Suitable 

ramps and rails are provided for all steps and stairs.  The rooming of classes is arranged to include 

such pupils.  The School will make our accessibility plan available to anyone on request.  

PREPARING YOUR CHILD FOR SCHOOL 

From an academic point of view, it is important that you talk to your children, listen to them and 

read stories to them. Young children can help with cooking and other domestic tasks.  Puzzles, 

drawings, paintings and other creative activities will help stimulate your child’s developing mind. 

When something has been made, encourage your child to talk about it. Always praise your child; 

praise works wonders with young children, particularly when it comes from the important people in 

their lives. You can boost a child’s confidence and help them make a smooth start by letting them do 

things for themselves e.g. dressing, putting shoes on, using a toilet and washing hands, using a knife 

and fork and tidying up toys. 

 

ADMISSIONS TO SCHOOL 

https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/1158/Applying-for-a-School-Place
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MÊS BACH PART TIME EDUCATION FOR THREE YEAR OLDS AT YSGOL DYFFRYN TRANNON 

At Mês Bach, 3 year old provision is offered through the medium of Welsh. Mês Bach is open four 

mornings a week with the potential to open on a fifth morning depending on numbers on roll.  The 

sessions run from 9am through to 11:30. During this time, children are given the opportunity to 

access a variety of different learning activities from playdough, computer skills and learning in the 

outdoor to developing their independence, confidence and social skills. Making the transition to 

mainstream school is easier as children are more familiar with their surroundings.  

2018-19 saw 93% of the Mês Bach children moving into the Reception class at Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon 

with all being admitted into the Welsh stream.  

Mês Bach had an Estyn inspection in November 2018 where the inspectors observed leadership, 

wellbeing and teaching and learning. The results were all very positive.  

 

 

 

School hours are from 08:55am to 3:30pm.  

We like pupils to arrive at school in good time but ask that, unless special arrangements have been 

made, your child does not arrive before 08:50am.  

We request that pupils are always punctual.  Please refer to ‘Illness and Absence’ later in the 

prospectus. Please note that staff are unable to take responsibility for your child before 8.45am and 

after 3.40pm. If, at the end of the school day, your child is to be collected by someone other than 

yourself, you will need to inform the school about this arrangement.  If your child is late to school 

(after 08:55) for any reason, parents / carers must assist their child / children to the main office 

where you will be asked to sign in and give reasons for being late to school.  

ORIAU YSGOL / SCHOOL HOURS  

Oriau Ysgol / School Hours 

08:55 – 10:30: Morning Session 1 

10:30 – 10:45 Playtime  

10:45 – 11:45 Morning Session 2 (Year 3&4 until 12:00, Year 5&6 until 12:10) 

11:45 – 13:00 Lunchtime  

13:00 – 15:30 Afternoon Session (Bus Pupils leave at 15:20, foundation phase Pupils 

15:25 and key stage 2 pupils 15:30) 

 

Collective Worship: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 14:50 – 15:00  

                       Wednesday 10:20 – 10:30 

THE SCHOOL DAY 
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A healthy snack such as fruit/vegetables may be brought in to eat at morning break or after lunch. 

Foundation Phase pupils drink their free milk after morning break.  

Water/ drinks: Pupils may bring a labelled water bottle to school which they can fill from the 

fountain. Water is served with school meals. Juice may be drunk with lunch. 

http://learning.wales.gov.uk/resources/healthy-eating-in-mainted-schools/?lang=en 

TERM DATES 2019-2020 

 

 

  

Non-Pupil Days 2019-2020                                                                     Useful Dates 2019-2020 

Monday, 2nd of September 2019 Good Friday: Friday 10th April 2020 

Monday, 4th of November 2019 Easter Monday: Monday 13th April 2020 

Monday, 6th of January 2020 May Day Bank Holiday: Friday 8th May 

2020 

Monday, 20th of April 2020 (INSET) Spring Bank Holiday: Monday 25th May 

2020 

Friday, 26th June 2020 (NEW) Royal Welsh Show: Monday 20th July 

2020 - Thursday 23rd July 2020 

Monday, 20th July 2020 Start back at school – Wednesday 2nd of 

September 2020  
 

USE OF THE WELSH LANGUAGE 

Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon is a dual stream school with education available through the medium of 

Welsh and English. Pupils in the Welsh stream are taught solely through the medium of Welsh in the 

foundation phase. English is introduced in Year 3 (at the beginning of key stage 2). The aim is that all 

pupils are fully bilingual at the age of 11. Pupils in the English stream are taught Welsh as a second 

language. One of the main developments as part of the Welsh Government’s National Mission is 

Welsh Language Development. The Welsh language is one of the treasures of Wales. It is part of 

what defines us as people and as a nation. The Welsh Government’s ambition is to see the number 

of people able to enjoy speaking and using Welsh reach a million by 2050. This is a long-term aim, 

and every school has a key role to play in achieving it. In order to achieve this aim, pupils in English 

medium classes are given the opportunity to use their Welsh skills not only in the Welsh lessons but 

Term Term starts Half-term Dates Term ends 

Autumn 

Term 

2019 

Tuesday 3rd September 2019 - 

Friday 25th October 2019 

Monday 28th October 

2019 - Friday 1st 

November 2019 

Tuesday 5th 

November 2019 - 

Friday 20th 

December 2019 

Spring 

Term 

2020 

Tuesday 7th January 2020 - 

Friday 14th February 2020 

Monday 17th February 

2020 - Friday 21st 

February 2020 

Monday 24th 

February 2020 - 

Friday 3rd April 

2020 

Summer 

Term 

2020 

Tuesday 21st April 2020 - 

Friday 22nd May 2020 

Monday 25th May 

2020 - Friday 29th May 

2020 

Monday 1st June 

2020 - Friday 17th 

July 2020 

http://learning.wales.gov.uk/resources/healthy-eating-in-mainted-schools/?lang=en
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also in areas across the curriculum. The use of the Welsh language is promoted during informal 

situations, for example in the corridor and during play times. The pupils’ voice committee – ‘Criw 

Cymraeg’ – promote the use 

of Welsh through teaching 

their peers a range of 

playtime games.  

Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon work 

on the Siarter Iaith / 

Cymraeg Campus initiatives 

to achieve the aim of 

ensuring that learners:  

• are confident in using 

their Welsh language skills  

• foster positive attitudes 

towards the language  

• increase the use of the 

language inside and outside 

the school. 

We involve the whole 

school community in the 

implementation of the 

framework – learners, the 

whole workforce, parents/ 

carers, governors and the 

wider community.  

 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY AND HOW GOOD ATTENDANCE CAN AFFECT STANDARDS 

Attendance and Punctuality   

Once children are of statutory school age, it is vitally important that they develop good habits of 

attending school and punctuality.  Children who are constantly late or absent from school are 

deprived of the chance to make progress with their schoolwork.  Parents are requested not to keep 

children away from school without good reason and to ensure punctuality.  When children are 

absent from school for any reason parents should contact the school to explain the reason for the 

absence.  If the school does not receive information regarding an absence, then the school will 

contact the parents. We want all of our pupils to achieve success, so it is important that parents do 

their best to support pupils in attending school for the full 190 days in an academic year as stated in 

the Education ‘School Day and School Year’ Wales’ amendment Regulation 2006 under the 

ATTENDANCE 
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Education Act 1996.  Regular school attendance is vital and missing school can have a significant 

impact on achievement over a one-year period as illustrated: 

Attendance 

95-100% 

Best chance of 

success  

Your child is taking full 

advantage of every learning 

opportunity 

Attendance 

90-95% 

At least 2 weeks 

of learning missed 

Satisfactory. Your child may 

have to spend time catching up 

with work 

 

Attendance 

85-90% 

At least 4 weeks 

of learning 

missed.   

Your child may be at risk of 

underachieving and may need 

extra work 

Attendance  

80-85% 

At least  5½  

weeks of learning 

missed.  

Your child’s poor attendance 

has a significant impact on 

learning 

Attendance  

Less than 80% 

At least  7½ 

weeks of learning 

missed. 

Your child is missing out on a 

broad and balanced education. 

 

We hope that you can arrange your holidays around the existing 175 days the schools are closed 

through weekends and school holidays and help us support your child in achieving success in school. 

If it is necessary for a child to leave school before the end of the school day prior notice is required 

and the child concerned must be collected.  No child will be allowed to leave alone. 

 

 

 

Lunch: Meals are generally of a high standard and are enjoyed by the children. Vegetarians are 

catered for. The cost is £2.45 per meal (January 2020). Meals are paid for using the Parent Pay 

system, see https://www.parentpay.com/ for details. If you are on a low income, you can get help 

with the cost of school meals. More information and application forms are available at 

http://www.powys.gov.uk/en/schools-students/free-school-meals-help-with-school-clothing/ or by 

telephone on 01597 827462. If you register for free school meals, even if your child decides never to 

have a school lunch, you could help our school and other schools in Powys to benefit from funding 

SCHOOL MEALS 

https://www.parentpay.com/
http://www.powys.gov.uk/en/schools-students/free-school-meals-help-with-school-clothing/
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because you have registered. Registering for Free School Meals might also qualify you for other help 

and assistance. To register is easy and confidential. You don’t have to tell the school.  

Children can bring packed lunches (healthy food please) if preferred.  

BREAKFAST CLUB 

The school provides a ‘Breakfast Club’ each morning if the club is used on a regular basis each day 

and the cost is £2.00 a day. Breakfast is served between 8am and 8.20am. A healthy breakfast is 

offered consisting of cereal, toast, fruit, and fruit juice. The children are then supervised until the 

start of the school day. 

TOILETS 

The school has separate boys, girls and staff toilets. For safeguarding reasons pupils should 

be able to use the toilet appropriately before starting school and should ask for their class 

teacher’s permission before leaving the classroom. The toilets are available throughout the 

day. Pupils are encouraged to wash their hands thoroughly after visiting the toilet and 

before eating their lunch or break-time snack. All toilets are cleaned daily.  

 

BEHAVIOUR  

 

Our rules for behaviour are few but concern the 

safety and well-being of pupils. They are based on 

the school’s values and the standards 

that parents would normally 

set at home. We work in 

partnership with 

parents to 

develop 

children's self-

discipline and 

encourage 

behaviour that 

shows consideration for 

others. We do much to 

create a positive attitude 

towards school and to provide a 

stimulating environment in which to 

work and play; this in turn prevents 

many problems from arising. At all times 

we praise and reward good behaviour. If 

criticism must be made, we criticise the 

behaviour, not the child. For certain behaviour a child may 

lose privileges. If, at any time, a child's behaviour causes concern, 

staff will be keen to discuss the situation with parents. Bullying is not 

tolerated, and should it occur we would wish to know about it. Any known incidences 
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of anti-social or threatening behaviour in school will be investigated immediately by the head and/or 

staff and parents will be informed. Our school behaviour policy is available in school.  

If any breaches of the code of conduct of the school occur, the following steps are taken: 

• Talk with the child – Setting penalty – recording the event – keeping the pupil in during 

playtime/lunch time for one period or more depending on the severity of the misconduct.  

• Sending the pupil to the Head teacher to discuss the issue – the parent/guardian will be 

contacted by letter or telephone call. 

• Inviting the parent/guardian to discuss the bad behaviour. In the case of regular misconduct 

– giving the child a ‘contract’ (with the support of the parent/ guardian) to comply with 

school rules.  In the case of a serious incident or when a child fails to comply with the 

agreement, the child will be excluded for a fixed period.  Exclusions will be reported to the 

Governing Body and the LA. 

Good behaviour is expected at Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon and pupils are praised for good behaviour in 

the following ways: 

• Positive comments on the work of children.  

• Awarding reward stickers or stars or merit points for exemplary work or effort. 

• Valuing children’s work by displaying it attractively. 

• Showing good work to other members of staff and other children. 

• Sharing the achievements in the classroom and in assembly. 

• Presenting ‘Star of the week’ for effort or achievement or for good behaviour. 

The use of physical intervention is viewed as very much the final option. It is important to ensure 

that all possible preventative steps have been taken so that physical intervention becomes 

unnecessary. However, reasonable force might be used to control or restrain a pupil when 

appropriate in accordance with the Welsh Government’s Guidance document: 097/2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some guidelines which will help us to ensure the safety of pupils, staff and visitors:  

During school hours no child may leave the school grounds without adult supervision – so please 

inform staff if: 

  

• you intend to collect pupils during the school day for medical appointments,  

• you are detained and cannot arrange for someone else to collect them at 3.30.  

 

SAFETY IN SCHOOL 

For safety and security reasons, any visitors throughout the day must sign in at Reception 
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The school grounds and buildings are subject to the same rules as other public buildings. The 

Governors carry out regular Health and Safety checks throughout the year and there is a governor 

responsible for Health and Safety. In the interest of the safety of children we request that:  

• no child should ride a bicycle in the school grounds, unless completing supervised cycling 

awareness training  

• no dogs should be brought into the grounds. 

 • children wear sun hats and sun protection cream in hot weather.  

Fire procedure practices are carried out every term and a fire risk assessment annually. During the 

school day the door is locked so there can be no unlawful entry. Visitors are required to sign in and 

wear a visitors’ badge. A risk assessment has been carried out and procedures are in place for 

walking with the children through the village to the Hall, Church, etc.  

TAKING PHOTOS 

Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon welcomes positive publicity as this can increase pupil motivation and staff 

morale. However, the school wants to safeguard the identity of children and uses photographs in a 

responsible way.  Risks occur when individual children can be identified in photographs. Whenever 

the school finds images being used inappropriately, the matter will be reported to the LA in the 

same way as any other child protection issue.  Photographs and video images of pupils and staff are 

classed as personal data under the terms of General Data Protection Regulations 2018 (GDPR).  

Therefore, using such images requires the consent of either the individual concerned or, in the case 

of children, their parents or guardian. The school will not display images of pupils or staff on 

websites, on Twitter, in publications or in public places without such consent.  The Consent form is 

part of the information pack for new pupils and included on school home agreements. Please refer 

to our E- Safety (including social networking) policy for more information. A copy is available from 

the office. 

 SAFEGUARDING 

We have a Child Protection Policy which follows the All Wales Child Protection Procedures. Staff and 

Governors receive awareness training and have completed DBS (Disclosure & Barring Service) 

checks. The designated Child Protection and Looked After Children Officer within the school is Mrs 

Caroline Harries / Mrs Sian Richards who has/have responsibility for supporting and promoting the 

educational achievements of all groups of children. The named Governor is Mr N Bennett. They have 

a duty to make a referral if they should ever have a concern. 

 

 

 

At Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon we provide an all-round education of a very high academic standard and 

we pride ourselves on our success in developing children's self-esteem, responsibility, courtesy and 

social awareness. 

 Flexibility of teaching methods ensures that the National Curriculum and the Literacy and Numeracy 

framework are delivered in the most appropriate way, considering the nature of the task and the 

CURRICULUM 
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children concerned. At the core of the curriculum are the Four Core Purposes – all our children and 

young people will be: 

• Ambitious, capable learners;  

• Enterprising, creative contributors;  

• Ethical, informed citizens;  

• Healthy, confident individuals.  

Members of staff use each other's expertise in planning for different curriculum areas. This expertise 

and experience enable us to take account of every child's rate of development so ensuring confident 

and successful progress of all. Pupils are encouraged to take responsibility in all aspects of school life 

and to become independent learners. They are involved in whole school issues through such things 

as the School Council, Digital Wizards, Eco Committee. Siarter Iaith and the Criw Cymraeg.  

All Schools in the Welsh Education System are involved in implementing the new English and 

Mathematics Curricula, the Digital Competence Framework introduced in September 2017 and the 

National Curriculum 2008 in all other subjects. This skills-based curriculum emphasises the process 

of learning and engages pupils with valued forms of knowledge, focusing on the needs of the 

learner. The National Curriculum subjects for key stage 2 are as follows:  

Core Subjects: Welsh, English, Mathematics, Science and Digital Competence.  

Foundation Subjects:  History, Geography, Music, Design and Technology, Art and Physical 

Education. 

All our teaching and learning is based on the National Literacy and Numeracy framework (now 

integrated into the new Welsh, English and Mathematics) and the National Curriculum. We also 

include the skills across the Curriculum, developing thinking and developing ICT, following the skills 

framework and the Areas of Learning across the curriculum, the Curriculum Cymreig and Personal 

and Social Education.  

Provision is also made for Religious Education following the LA Religious Education syllabus. For 

more details you are welcome to read our Curriculum Policy.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

Religious education is a statutory requirement but does not feature in the national curriculum. The 

LA agreed syllabus is taught and all teaching is non-denominational.  An act of worship is held daily.  

Religious Education and Personal and Social Education are such an integral part of school life that 

they cannot be isolated into lesson periods only.  These permeate and colour everything and are the 

basis of the tolerant and friendly atmosphere in our school.  Parents have the right to withdraw 

children from religious education and collective worship.  Such a move would remove pupils from 

within the community ethos of our school and serious consideration should be given before 

embarking on this course. 

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP  

There is a daily act of worship for all pupils and staff based firmly on Christian values. We encourage 

participation and response, aiming to develop a sense of community spirit, shared values and 
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positive attitudes. Children are encouraged to take an active part in the proceedings by choosing 

hymns and prayers, responding to ideas and by contributing songs, prayers, drama, poetry etc. of 

their own. Children are also given the opportunity to lead the act of worship weekly either 

individually or in small groups. Parents, governors and visitors are welcome to join us for Collective 

Worship. Parents have the right to withdraw their child from worship if they wish, preferably by 

writing to the head teacher.   Rev John Price, Monica O’Dea and the Story Tellers from Llanidloes 

regularly lead collective worship 

LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 

We believe that this is all-important because this is the medium that we adopt to convey all ideas 

and thoughts. Welsh is the language of the school and the curriculum is presented through the 

medium of Welsh.  Pupils from Welsh and non-Welsh speaking homes progress to use the Welsh 

language as a natural and effective means of expression.   It is our policy to offer a strategy that has 

been planned to develop the skills of speaking and listening, reading and writing by encouraging 

children to use a wide range of equipment to facilitate the use of both languages. 

 

WELSH 

We believe that a high 

standard of Welsh should 

be taught which gives the 

pupils the correct tone and 

mode of speaking and 

writing that will be easily 

understood by literate 

Welsh people throughout 

Wales and will be the key 

to a vast store of creative 

literature.  It is important 

that use is made of local 

dialect as well as the local 

culture. 

ENGLISH 

Pupils in the foundation phase will have the opportunity to choose English and Welsh books to read 

and share at home. During key stage 2 they will develop their language skills both in English and 

Welsh.  By the end of key stage 2 the aim is to have bilingual children who can speak English well, 

have an appreciation of good English literature and the ability to write well for different audiences. 

MATHEMATICS 

Mathematics is an exciting subject full of challenges.  We hope to convey this to the pupils and 

encourage them to respond with enthusiasm and interest. They will be taught to understand and 

use mathematical ideas in various situations and use numerical skills with speed and accuracy. 
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SCIENCE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE 

WORLD  

Through science, pupils are taught to 

understand the world about them by 

searching and experimenting.  They are 

encouraged to investigate, pose questions 

and devise fair tests in experimental 

work. 

Children also develop the skill highlighted 

with the National Literacy and Numeracy 

framework (LNF) The LNF has been 

developed to help the children of Wales 

develop excellent literacy and numeracy 

skills during their time at school. 

THE FOUNDATION PHASE 

The foundation phase places great 

emphasis on developing children’s skills 

and understanding, personal, social, 

emotional, physical and intellectual 

wellbeing the whole child.  Positive 

attitudes to learning are nurtured so that 

the child enjoys learning and will want to 

continue with their education for longer.  

Self-esteem and self – confidence are 

nurtured to experiment, investigate, and 

learn new relationships with others and creative and expressive skills and observations to encourage 

their development as individuals. 

The statutory areas of learning in the foundation phase are: 

1.  Personal and social development, well-being and cultural diversity. 

2.  Language, literacy and communication skills. 

3.  Mathematical development. 

4.  Knowledge and understanding of the world. 

5. Physical development. 

6. Creative development. 
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SPIRITUAL, MORAL, SOCIAL AND CULTRUAL 

Children must develop an understanding of time past and present and a feeling of their roots.  They 

must also be conscious of society by realising their individuality and their place in society.  We offer 

opportunity where possible to develop and foster understanding and knowledge of cultural, 

economic, environmental and historical aspects in the area. Daily news is discussed and, as children 

awaken to other needs, they are encouraged to seek opportunity to satisfy these needs in practical 

ways.  We encourage skill development, whether in the cultural mould or visual crafts, in music, 

drama creative writing and performance.  Most pupils enjoy taking part in these activities. Through 

their presentation they can discuss and convey emotional experiences.  We believe these activities 

help develop self-confidence in a child. 

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY  

As a school we strive to give our pupils a wide range of experiences so that 

they are prepared as well as possible to use devices and software that haven’t 

been invented yet as information communication technology is moving at an 

incredible pace.  Digital equipment is considered as trans-curricular pieces of 

equipment.  Our pupils use several types of laptops, iPads and chrome books, 

and these can be used in any of the classes through a wireless connection.   



 
 

19 
 

PARENTS EVENINGS 

Parent evenings are held each term. Parents are allocated a short time to speak to class teachers 

about their child’s work and look at the work that has been completed in class. Personal targets are 

discussed and set at these meetings.  The staff value these consultation evenings and the 

opportunity to meet all parents.  If you have any concern about your child’s education at Ysgol 

Dyffryn Trannon you are welcome to arrange a meeting to see the class teacher or Head teacher. We 

suggest that you make an appointment beforehand. 

PASTORAL CARE 

Children are always in the care of a responsible adult during the school day. When children are first 

enrolled, parents are asked to inform the school of any health problems relevant to their child. It is 

important that the Head teacher and the staff are fully aware of these when a child starts school.  

Parents will be handed a pack with various forms to be completed. The school nurse will check 

children’s hearing, sight and speech.  Pupils with specific needs or problems will receive help from 

the appropriate support service, in consultation with the parents.  Teachers treat minor injuries in 

school, during lunchtime the lunchtime supervisor deals with minor injuries and reports these and all 

accidents to the class teacher / Head teacher.  When a child needs to be sent home or requires 

hospital treatment, parents are contacted as soon as possible.  

For this purpose, the following contact telephone numbers are necessary. 

a.  Numbers of parents’ homes and places of work.  

b. Numbers of a relative or close friend to whom a child can be taken if the 

parents are unavailable. 

c. Numbers of the child’s doctor. 

 

MEDICINES AND TABLETS 

Where possible we request children’s medication be administered at home. If this is not possible, 

non-prescribed and prescribed medication should be accompanied with written permission and 

instructions (Forms are available from the office).  If a child needs to bring an inhaler to school and 

suffers from ‘asthma’ please contact your child’s class teacher to complete the paperwork involved 

with this.  If you have any other healthcare issues regarding your child which you wish us to address, 

please ask for a copy of our Healthcare policy.  The Head teacher will be happy to discuss any of your 

concerns.  We do request that children with symptoms of sickness and diarrhoea should stay at 

home for a minimum of 48 hours after they have recovered. This also helps to stop the spread of 

such illnesses. 

INSURANCE  

The school cannot accept responsibility for any property belonging to pupils which is stolen, lost or 

damaged whilst on school premises. Your private insurance should cover such items. 
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SCHOOL TRIPS  

Many of our outdoor trips support the school curriculum to widen the children’s horizons and 

practical experiences. 

CHARGING POLICY – EDUCATIONAL VISITS 

When educational visits are organised for pupils and there is a cost to be met, then parents will be 

asked to make a voluntary contribution which covers the cost of that visit. If a parent is unable to 

make a voluntary contribution, this will not disqualify his/her child from benefiting from the planned 

educational visit but, clearly, if we do not receive enough contributions to cover the educational visit 

then the visit will cease. All payments are made through ParentPay.  

FFRINDIAU YSGOL DYFFRYN TRANNON 

Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon have a very active Friends of School called Ffrindiau Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon.  

Recently they have arranged a wide variety of Fund-raising Activities.  An example of these are; 

• Halloween disco, cake stall, Christmas bingo, Easter bingo, summer disco, sports day 

refreshments. 

If you wish to know any more regarding Ffrindiau Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon please see our Facebook 

page.   https://www.facebook.com/FfrindiauYsgolDyffrynTrannon/ 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FfrindiauYsgolDyffrynTrannon/
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SCHOOL COUNCIL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome! We are a group of children from key stage 2 who have been elected as the School Council. 

As part of the committee, each member has a responsibility such as chairperson, secretary, treasurer 

or class representative. Our role in the school is to listen to any new ideas or queries the children may 

have which may help or improve the school. During the year, we are also responsible for organising 

fund-raising days for charities such as Children in Need, Comic Relief, Operation Christmas Child and 

the British Legion Poppy Appeal. 
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ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING 

During the whole of the child’s stay at the school evidence of progress and achievement levels are 

kept along with a detailed memorandum that gives the teachers an insight into the pupil’s strengths 

and weaknesses. An annual report is given to parents and an opportunity is given to discuss the 

child’s work at a parents evening.  

TRANSFERRING INFORMATION TO PARENTS 

Letter/e-mail will be used to inform parents of events at the school.  We kindly ask that you read all 

correspondence. 

THE SCHOOL AS A COMMUNITY 

The school is a happy community which successfully nurtures the values and attitudes that are 

usually associated with rural village schools.  All individual pupils are valued and they are made 

aware of the important role they play as members of the school community.  All staff are 

responsible for the care and discipline of all children as are the Head teacher and Deputy Head 

teacher.  Each child is given pastoral care by his or her class teacher.   
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HOME-SCHOOL LINKS 

The establishment of a positive relationship between parents and the school is vital.  We aim to 

develop a fruitful partnership between all those involved in your child’s education – parents, 

teachers, and the local community. This is reflected in our Home-School Agreement. 

HELPING YOUR CHILD 

The most important thing you can do to help your child is to give them your time.  Children must be 

encouraged to talk about their school day.  Some children find it difficult to communicate and may 

need encouragement and stimulation.  We find that the best readers are often the children who 

receive help with reading at home as well as in school.  If possible, try to read with your child or 

listen to your child read every day. Our home-school reading scheme may assist in this respect.  Our 

home-school reading scheme aims to help your child develop a love of books as well learn to read.  

Please remember that your child needs support throughout his/her school life.  If you want further 

advice about helping your child please contact the school. 

HOMEWORK 

Homework is a valuable element of the teaching and learning process for all pupils.  Therefore, 

children are encouraged to work at home on a regular basis.  

*Children will have multiplication tables to learn at home. 

*Extra homework task will be given to children in year 6 to prepare them for high 

school. 

*Homework tasks will be differentiated as and when appropriate.  

Parents can contribute to this process by providing a suitable environment in which their children 

can do the homework and by checking that the homework is returned to the school on time. 

ADDITIONAL LEARNING NEEDS 

The school’s additional needs policy is based on the local authority policy and the school’s 

interpretation of the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice 2002. 

Children with additional needs are regularly monitored. Our teaching staff, with the support of 

teaching assistants, will initially address identified difficulties.  If difficulties persist we will ask the 

local education authority to supply specialist advice and support. Serious continual learning 

difficulties are supported and catered for within our school.  Children with any identified learning 

problems and the more able and talented pupils are supported with planned tasks / challenges to 

meet their requirements. This takes the form of individual or group support as it is seen to be most 

effective, but support is also given in the classroom. Parents will of course be kept informed with 

regards to any problems and measures being taken to solve them. 

The ALNCo (Additional Learning Needs Co-ordinator) will try to ensure that all children with learning 

difficulties are given appropriate and targeted support. Further information concerning the school’s 

ALN policy may be obtained from the Head teacher. 
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ILLNESS 

Parents are required to inform the school of their child’s illness on the first morning of absence by 

phoning before 9.30. If this is not done then the school will follow Powys LA guidelines and will 

contact the parent by telephone or, if a parent is unavailable, send standard letter requesting 

information. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

The school has a full uniform which all pupils are expected to wear.  This consists of: 

*Navy blue sweatshirt. 

*Blue polo shirt 

*Navy blue or black, skirt/trousers/shorts/jogging bottoms (plain – no logos – no jeans) 

*Black footwear. 

*Plain white-shirt and black shorts for PE/Games.  

The sweatshirt and polo shirts are embroidered with the school logo and are supplied directly by the 

school.  Homework bags and PE bags are also available.  Please contact the school office for further 

information.  

It is extremely important that you put your child’s name on all items of school uniform. 

Pupils should not wear any jewellery to school.  As exception to this rule pupils with pierced ears can 

wear ‘studs’ only.  All such items of jewellery must be removed during physical education and 

swimming for safety reasons. 

HEALTH CARE 

If your child is ill in school, we will contact parents in order to make arrangements to send her/him 

home.  Should your child be injured in school, immediate basic first aid treatment will be given. In 

the event of a child requiring hospital attention during school hours, every effort will be made to 

contact the parents. Please ensure that your home telephone number, mobile telephone number or 

another form of contact is provided.  The school must be informed immediately of any changes to 

the contact details. 

SCHOOL TRANSPORT 

The education authority makes all arrangements with regards to school transport.  All children are 

expected to behave appropriately on school transport.  Responsibility for matters of discipline on 

school transport lies initially with the driver of the vehicle but the Head teacher will be informed of 

any incidents of poor behaviour and will then take appropriate action.  The education authority has 

an agreed procedure to deal with matters of discipline on school transport, including written 

warnings and/or exclusion.  If the school transport cannot operate safely due to road conditions and 

parents decide to transport their child/children to school on such days, then parents will also be 

responsible for collecting them from school at the end of the day. 
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TRANSFER TO SECONDARY SCHOOL 

At the age of eleven pupils transfer to the High School of their choice.  Children are invited to spend 

time at High School as part of a structured induction programme 

SCHOOL EMERGENCY CLOSURE 

It may be necessary to close the school at short notice due to flooding, storm damage etc.  A 

message will be displayed on the school website and on the Powys County Council website.  If no 

message is displayed, then the school is open.  Parents will be contacted directly if a decision is 

taken to close the school for any reason during the school day. 

OUTDOOR LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 

During their time in the foundation phase, the children may approach the following using outdoor 

learning as a resource. 

*understanding of the environment 

*knowing the difference between animals, plants, objects.  

*being aware of the season 

and their features.  

*knowing about the different 

types of weather. 

 

 

 

 

 

SEX AND RELATIONSHIP EDUCTION 

Our school is committed to the teaching of sex and relationship education.  It will be taught as part 

of our Personal and Social education programme and includes a visit from the school nurse during 

the summer term to meet with year 6 pupils.  Parents are informed in advance of the visit. 
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EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

The school provides a variety of extra-curricular experiences for all pupils.  Children are also 

encouraged to become involved in the local community, such as the annual Trefeglwys show, 

Trefeglwys eisteddfod and sporting activities. 

 

MUSIC 

Peripatetic music 

teachers visit the 

school weekly and at 

present we can offer: 

• Piano  

• Singing 

• Guitar/Ukulele 

 

 

A charge will be made for these lessons. Contact the Head teacher for further details.  

SPORTS 

The school aims to provide all children with the opportunity to participate in a variety of physical 

education and sporting activities such as- 

• Netball 

• Football  

• Rugby 

• Cross country running  

• Hockey 

• Swimming 

Parents and other volunteers regularly assist with out 

of school sport activities.  The children also take part in 

area schools’ sporting competitions, both indoor and 

outdoor. The school places great importance on these 

activities.  
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POLICIES 

Copies of the policies are available at the school for parents to read.  Please give 5 days’ notice if you 

wish to view any relevant document. Most policies are written through the medium of English. If a 

parent wishes to read a policy in the Welsh language, please allow an additional 5 working days for 

the document to be translated.  
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COMPLAINTS PROCEDURES  

We hope you will be happy with the education that your child receives in Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon. 

However, if you are dissatisfied in any way you should first discuss the matter with the class teacher 

or the Head teacher. The Governing Body has adopted the Welsh Government Guidance on 

Complaints Procedures as detailed in Circular No. 011/2012. This is available in school should you 

wish to read it. It is inappropriate to discuss complaints with individual governors, as they are the 

final arbiters on complaints. 

The complaints officer is – Adrian Thomas 

Any inquiries in cases of complaints should be addressed to – The Complaints Officer,  

        Ysgol Dyffryn Trannon, Trefeglwys,   

        Powys, SY17 5PH 
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   END OF FOUNDATION PHASE AND KEY STAGE 2 DATA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


